We may well pause at this half-century mark and ask how much we have gained through the development of natural sciences beaxing on agriculture. A half century ago it looked to the best scientific minds as if increase in population would overtake and pass our power to produce food to meet the need. The zero hour was set at about 1933. The day is here. Populations have increased at about the ratio figured, but we can feed them all to-day more easily and cheaply than we could at any time in the past. There is less famine, less suffering, less hard work, and more leisure than ever before. The reason is that we have more accurate knowledge of the factors that must be controlled and we control them better than ever before in the history of man. This knowledge we have gained step by step through carefully planned experiments and the development of what we call scientific method, which is simply a method of trial by which we are able to measure and control each step or process and thus find the true relation of each factor under each set of controlled conditions.
